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Finding Canada’s Political Courage at COP30

The Honourable Julie Dabrusin, M.P.
Minister of Environment and Climate Change
House of Commons

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Copy: The Right Honourable Mark Carney, M.P.
Prime Minister
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

The Honourable Anita Anand, M.P., Minister of Foreign Affairs (Oakville)
The Honourable Bardish Chagger, M.P. (Waterloo)

Tim Louis, M.P. (Kitchener-Conestoga)

Kelly DeRidder, M.P. (Kitchener Centre)

Matt Strauss, M.P. (Kitchener South-Hespeler)

Connie Cody, M.P. (Cambridge)

Dear Minister Dabrusin,

As we have done in our letters ahead of COP28 and COP29, we at Faith Climate Justice Waterloo
Region (FCJ) are writing to your ministry to call for courageous action by Canada at COP30.
Some of our recommendations and concerns were published most recently in the Waterloo
Region Record, which can be found in the article here. These are expanded on below.

For FCJ members, two pressing issues continue to be the Loss and Damage Fund which supports
hard-hit developing countries, and the reduction of the GHG emissions that are the cause of
global warming which necessitates a Loss and Damage Fund. The COP30 presidency has
highlighted the need to “shift global climate efforts from promises to delivery” and this is clearly
the case with both issues.

Loss and Damage Fund

The Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage (FRLD) website reports that the implementation
of the fund is slowly proceeding. It is encouraging to read an October 2025 FRLD Board press
release which states that it “took critical decisions, paving the way for its first call for funding
requests, the Barbados Implementation Modalities (BIM). This marks a fundamental step in the
Fund’s operationalization, and a shift from set up to delivery... where 5250 million [USD] has
been allocated to support its first set of interventions.” It is sobering, however, to realize that
$250 million US represents only about one third of the total funds pledged to date, while the
estimates of actual global need are much higher — around $1 trillion USD.



http://www.faithclimatejustice.ca/
https://www.therecord.com/opinion/contributors/canada-must-act-boldly-for-just-climate-action-at-cop30/article_98b85a08-36de-53f6-ad51-9b07e9575a94.html
https://www.frld.org/

November 2025 [ i
www.faithclimatejustice.ca FAITH CLIMATE JUSTICE WR

The FRLD adminstrators acknowledge this, writing that “The success of FRLD interventions is
inherently linked to the availability of resources. While the initial pledges of 5768 million [USD]
from 28 countries received since COP28 represent a significant and celebrated start, this amount
falls far short of the vast and growing needs on the ground.”

Canada has stepped up in part by supporting the establishment of the fund over the years and
now has a direct connection with the FRLD with Lauren Dodds, Deputy Director for Environment
and Climate Change Canada, sitting as a board member. We appreciate Canada’s efforts to date
but call for a future funding contribution that is commensurate with the global need, and much
greater than our initial $16 million CAD amount — a very small contribution for a wealthy
developed nation such as our own to make.

Reducing GHG Emissions

The establishment of the FRLD acknowledges the harm done to developing countries by
developed nations, including Canada, that historically have produced the majority of GHG
emissions driving current warming. But acknowledging this alone is a futile gesture unless bold
action is taken to slow the earth’s constant warming. Fossil fuel CO2 constitutes over 70% of
global GHG emissions which are already starting to drive global average temperatures towards
3°C above pre-industrial times. This is far beyond the 1.5°C threshold that the 2015 Paris
Climate Accord marked as the line not to be crossed to avoid global climate catastrophe.

At the COP30 Plenary of Leaders, UN Secretary-General Anténio Guterres stressed that
delegates must respond by “peaking global emissions immediately, cutting them deeply this
decade [and] accelerating the phase-out of fossil fuels”. He then made the following points:

e We have never been better equipped to fight back.
e Aglobal clean energy revolution has taken hold [see Countries leading the way to
100% renewable electricity, among others]

e Solar and wind are now the cheapest and the fastest growing sources of
electricity in history.

e Last year, almost all new power capacity came from renewables.

e The clean energy economy is creating jobs and driving development.

e The clean energy economy is reshaping geopolitics — delivering greater energy
security and price stability.

e This new economy is connecting millions to clean and affordable energy for the
first time.

e The economics have shifted. In 2024, investors poured 2 trillion US dollars into
clean energy — 800 billion more than fossil fuels.

e Clean energy is winning on price, performance, and potential — offering the
solutions to transform our economies and protect our populations.

e What’s still missing is political courage.


http://www.faithclimatejustice.ca/
https://theprogressplaybook.com/2024/10/14/these-countries-are-leading-the-way-to-100-renewable-electricity/
https://theprogressplaybook.com/2024/10/14/these-countries-are-leading-the-way-to-100-renewable-electricity/
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Finding Canada’s Political Courage

At COP28 in 2023, delegates (including Canada) did find the political courage to include a clear
statement on the need for “transitioning away from fossil fuels.” Unfortunately, this initiative
could not be sustained at COP29 where no mention was made of moving away from fossil fuels
in the final statement.

Sadly, FCJ members currently do not see a direction in your government’s recently released
Climate Competitiveness Strategy that matches the urgency of the Secretary-General’s call for
climate action — though this strategy could and should be strengthened. At COP30, we ask that
you find the political courage to join with delegates advocating for far bolder action, including
those from the developing world who bring stories of current climate devastation, Indigenous
delegates who bring traditional ecological knowledge, and join with the scientific community
that brings definitive climate change data urging a fossil fuel phase-out. This is a vital
prerequisite for creating a robust strategy that shows a credible path forward towards a
sustainable low-carbon future that can serve all Canadians well both today and into the future,
and be an inspiration for all other nations.

In closing — our futures, our children’s futures and those of all future generations hang in the
balance. As such, we reasonably expect strong leadership from all members of government, at
all levels, commensurate with the scale and urgency of this crisis. By championing bold solutions
aligned with climate science and justice, it is still possible for Canada to lead in forging a truly
sustainable, resilient and prosperous future. Time is short, and we cannot waste it. We must act
NOW to protect our shared futures, and to strengthen our country’s moral, environmental and
economic position as true leaders in a growing global clean economy — for all life today and still
to come.

Sincerely,

Members of Faith Climate Justice Waterloo Region



http://www.faithclimatejustice.ca/
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Banner for action created by members of Faith Climate Justice Waterloo Region
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