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Daybreak Game Reveals Many Opportunities  
 

It’s late July, and I’m waiting for the birth of our first grandchild. I’d like to go for a walk outside, 

but there’s an air quality advisory with hundreds of forest fires burning in Ontario. The acrid 

smoke is a clear sign of the climate crisis, and harbinger of worse to come. 

 

I sadly wonder what kind of world we’re leaving to our grandchild. Can we get a small enough 

mask so the tiny infant’s lungs won’t be compromised? What can one do in the face of such 

events?  

 

My thoughts go back to an evening in June when our Faith Climate Justice group met to play 

Daybreak, a cooperative board game about stopping climate change – and discovered many 

possible opportunities for action. 

 

Each team started with tokens to roughly mirror their country or region’s situation in the real 

world. For instance, China has invested heavily in clean energy, but also has high energy needs 

and dependence on fossil fuels considering its industrial economy and large population.  

 

Europe is further ahead on clean energy than North America. The United States has significant 

fossil fuel infrastructure, blocking progress, yet also wealth to support national and global 

energy transitions. The Majority World has poor infrastructure and high vulnerability, but less 

rigid lock-in of energy systems, and great potential for climate movements. These are large 

simplifications, but they help players to better understand how different regions start from 

different realities, resources and responsibilities when it comes to climate action and justice.   

 

Our first action was to draw cards presenting a choice for a global project. Should we share 

agricultural best practices to slow desertification, or declare further fossil fuel reserves 

“stranded” to stop making climate change worse? We decided on the latter.  

  

Each team then picked five cards, describing local projects and the costs to accomplish them. 

Did we have enough social resilience? Money? Technological know-how?  

 

Should we implement wetland restoration? Low-carbon alternatives to cement? A youth-led 

climate corps? Renewable energy? A wealth tax to help fund the transition? The game includes 

over 150 options (see www.daybreakgame.org/explore-cards), and our projects enabled us to 

change some dirty energy tokens to clean energy.  
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Next we turned over three global crisis cards. Some of them looked familiar. Freshwater crisis, 

fossil fuel lobbying, etc. Did we have the resources and resilience to deal with them? At the end 

of round one, we counted global emissions and how much Earth could naturally sequester – 

helping us to calculate how much the global temperature would increase further. 

 

Climate anxiety crept into the room as the temperature went up. We had to reassess our 

strategies. For instance, the United States team had decided to generously share their 

technological resources with others, but had not done enough to reduce their own emissions.  

 

In the end, we made progress on climate action, but failed overall. The temperature was too 

high and we hadn’t made the changes required to turn things around. Our game guides 

reassured us it was possible to succeed – they’d played before and had, at times, saved the 

world. However, this took careful choices and cooperation among world powers. 

 

What can we do so our grandchildren and generations ahead can thrive, and enjoy the many 

gifts Creator gives us? Doing things the way we always did can feel easy, but won’t get us to a 

sustainable future. 

 

Solutions, both local and global, are there. We’ve begun implementing some of them. Making 

more informed and wise choices now will enable their benefits to continue for generations. We 

can act – so what are we waiting for? 
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