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Canada must act boldly for just climate action at COP30 

This month marks the 30th United Nations Conference of the Parties (COP30) addressing our 
global climate change crisis.  

In advance of COP30 to be hosted in Belém, Brazil from November 10 to 21, Faith Climate 
Justice Waterloo Region recently partnered with O:se Kenhionhata:tie (Land Back Camp) and 
co-hosted a public Climate Emergency Vigil.  

Amy Smoke, Co-Director, Willow River Centre, spoke to the Kitchener gathering, asserting that 
“Indigenous Peoples should lead conversations on climate action because they are among the 
most directly and severely impacted by its effects” and that “our communities have long 
protected and depended on the land for survival, making our leadership not only a matter of 
justice but essential for developing solutions grounded in lived experience and respect for 
Mother Earth.” 

The Canadian Indigenous Climate Hub supports this view. 

“In the face of accelerating climate change, policymakers and scientists are increasingly 
recognizing the value of Indigenous knowledge in developing effective climate strategies,” it 
stated in a 2024 article.  

“The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) has increasingly incorporated 
Indigenous knowledge in its assessment reports, acknowledging its value in understanding 
climate impacts and developing adaptation strategies.” 

Indigenous contributions will be vital at COP30 if the conference goal of shifting global efforts 
from promises to delivery is to be met. To this end, the Brazilian government is coordinating 
the largest Indigenous contingent in COP history: 3,000 diverse participants of whom 1,000 will 
be involved in official negotiations.   

Arguably, the greatest climate injustice of our time is the failure of the world’s nations to 
reduce destructive climate-warming greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by transitioning away 
from the production and burning of fossil fuels. This failure directly contributes to a projected 
global average temperature rise of over 3°C above pre-industrial times – more than double the 
1.5°C increase that the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement marked as crucial to avoid climate 
catastrophe. 

Even the current levels of warming have led to increased destruction and death such as seen by 
the unmatched ferocity of Hurricane Melissa in the Caribbean and record-breaking wildfires in 
Northern Canada.  

Every five years, Paris Agreement members release commitments regarding GHG emissions 
reduction through mandatory Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) targets. To date, 
Canada has been very good at making emissions reduction promises – our 2020 NDC target for 
2030 was for a reduction of 40-45% below 2005 levels, and our newly submitted NDC target is a 
reduction of 45-50% by 2035.  

http://www.faithclimatejustice.ca/
https://www.landbackcamp.com/
https://indigenousclimatehub.ca/
https://www.iwgia.org/en/ip-i-iw/411-ipcc/5156-iw-2023-ipcc.html
https://cop30.br/en/news-about-cop30/guardians-of-biodiversity-brasil-coordinates-largest-indigenous-participation-in-cop-history
https://news.un.org/en/story/2025/10/1166217
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Delivering on these promises is another matter. The Canadian Climate Institute documents that 
Canada is now at just 8.5% below 2005 emissions reduction levels, which is far below our NDC 
targets.   

It’s hard to be optimistic about Canada’s future GHG reductions, especially in light of a new 
Production Gap Report that indicates that “Canada is among the countries planning fossil fuel 
production at levels inconsistent with net-zero goals, while continuing to support production 
financially and through policy.” 

Yet there are many better clean energy options available – wind, solar, geothermal, tidal and 
others – that are consistent with good job creation and our climate commitments. Many 
Indigenous communities are also leaders in innovating clean energy solutions.  

Re.Climate is a public engagement centre based at Carleton University that focuses on climate 
change. Their 2025 survey summary notes that, even following Trump’s threat to the Canadian 
economy and sovereignty, “over two-thirds of Canadians still report being concerned or very 
concerned, while seven-in-ten view climate change as a serious or very serious threat.”  

Our government MUST recognize that, beyond the valid concerns of the present moment, 
Canadians also have a deep-seated and valid concern for the future – namely that there will be 
a sustainable future for our children and grandchildren.   

Canada and the world must learn from Indigenous traditional ecological knowledge and climate 
science at COP30 to inform a robust climate change strategy. All Canadians should demand our 
government commit to bold, equitable action to protect all life here and around the world, and 
to accelerate the energy transition nationwide. 
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